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Many customers of organic products as well as employees 
of organic food stores and other visitors used the occasion 
of the BioFach to sample one of many SEKEM products and 
familiarise themselves with the social impact of the brand. 

„But it’s also the taste of our products that convinces peo-
ple“ as Christoph Kampschulte, responsible for the sale of 
branded products at SEKEM Europe, knows. He was par-
ticularly pleased with the interest from wholesalers from 
the European countries. „We hope that we will be able to 
offer SEKEM dates and sesame bars also in other countries 
this year still. We have concluded agreements with resel-
lers in France, The Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxemburg. 
Thus organic retailers can now begin to order our products. 
We are already offering these items in Germany, Austria, 
Norway, Italy, Greece, and Spain.“

„At BioFach we are each year weaving a closer network of 
partners, enter into negotiations for new product releases, 
and exchange experience“ says Helmy Abouleish, CEO of 
the SEKEM Group. The fair is an excellent opportunity for 
SEKEM staff to examine the latest developments in the sec-
tor, for instance the new trend towards organic produc-
tion with “added value” and the integration of all aspects 
of product quality. „For many consumers it is not enough 
anymore that a product is ‘certified organic’. Many request 
more information on its environmental and social impact.“ 

Aside from its social responsibility SEKEM also informed 
visitors about its growing number of development projects 
including organic compost production that avoids CO2 
emissions and allows CO2-neutral production and service 
delivery. Concrete cooperation projects with European cli-
ents have been  concluded at this year’s fair that will be fea-
tured in later issues of SEKEM Insight throughout this year.

More Organic Agriculture to Fight Climate Change

Together with partners from the IAP (International 
Association for Partnership) SEKEM has also drafted a 
declaration and a call for more organic agriculture to be 
employed in the fight against climate change. The call was 

submitted to the agricultural minister of The Netherlands 
on the occasion of the BioFach. „Organic agriculture offers 
a holistic approach to address all these challenges simul-
taneously: environmental protection, climate change, eco-
nomic development, and poverty“ the call that is primarily 
directed at the political level claims. „We therefore call 
on suppliers, consumers, and governments to adapt pro-
duction methods and pricing structures towards organic 
farming, change consumption habits and renounce unsus-
tainably grown commodities, and enact legislation which 
creates incentives to support organic agriculture.” The 
undersigned Aarstiderne, Alnatura, Ambootia, Eosta, Ulrich 
Walter/Lebensbaum, SEKEM, and Soil & More plan to sub-
mit the declaration to additional political leaders and publi-
cize its suggestions on an international level.

Christina Boecker

Economy

The Eliant campaign to collect one million signatures to 
influence European Union legislation with regard to var-
ious aspects of applied anthroposophy - including educa-
tion, nutrition and agriculture, special needs education and 
social therapy, medicine and therapeutic disciplines - has 
almost reached its target.

The Lisbon Treaty, the EU’s revised charter which entered 
into force on 1 December, provides for citizens’ initiatives 
to influence EU policy-making if they can collect more than 
one million signatures from a “significant number of mem-
ber states”.

However, although Eliant crossed the one million signature 
hurdle at the end of last year, that number also includes sig-
natures collected worldwide from 159 countries. From within 
the EU, the campaign was still approximately 109,000 signa-
tures short at the end of December.

The Eliant organisers have now appealed for a last push to 
gather the required number of signatures from within the 
EU: “We would be very grateful if you can help us do so, 
and in particular spread this news amongst your friends and 
acquaintances via email,” they write in an email sent out last 
week.

Countries where substantial numbers of signatures still 
need to be mobilised include Bulgaria, Greece, Lithuania, 
Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, and Cyprus.

Eliant hopes to meet the target in the first quarter of the 
year and is planning a gala evening at the end of March to 
celebrate the event.

NNA

Eliant Campaign Close 
to Achieving Target

More information:
http://www.eliant.eu!

Visitors to the SEKEM booth could sample numerous organic specialty foods
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Impressions from SEKEM

Each Thursday the pupils of the SEKEM School meet in the hall of the school for the traditional closure meet-
ing of all students, their teachers, and Dr. Ibrahim Abouleish. Musical or theatrical performances are pre-
sented on the occasion and Dr. Abouleish personally takes leave of each of the pupils at the ceremony by 
shaking his or her hand.

These young violinists await their performance on the occasion of the recent birthday of Gudrun Abouleish, 
spouse of Dr. Ibrahim Abouleish, in the company of their teacher, Liliane Christen.

Impressions
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The GLS Bank in Bochum - long-
standing partner of the SEKEM initia-
tive - has been commissioned by the 
German Ministry of Labour and Social 
Affairs to develop microlending across 
Germany. SEKEM itself has been pro-
viding microfinance to small-scale 
entrepreneurs in Egypt since 2006.

The microlending fund has been set 
up with a starting volume of 100m 
euro, the bank said in a press release. 
Most of the money, which is to be used 
to secure loans for small and micro 
entrepreneurs as well as for startups, 
comes from the Ministry’s budget as 
well as from the European Social Fund.

“Our objective is to support the com-
mitment of people and to open up 
new vistas. This is all the more impor-
tant at a time when economic circum-
stances are generally difficult,” GLS 
board spokesman Thomas Jorberg 
said. “Small enterprises in particular 
create jobs and are closely guided by 
demand,” Jorberg added.

The GLS Bank has been involved in the 
field of microfinance for ten years and 
has built up a large network of cooper-
ation partners. It will grant loans of up 
to 20,000 euros in collaboration with 
regional microfinance institutes.

The GLS Bank has been undertaking 
practical research in the field of micro-
finance in the form of model projects 
since 2000. In 2004 it established the 
German Microfinance Institute and 
launched a microfinance fund.

Thomas Jorberg has recently been 
awarded the Future Award 2009. 
Future, established by environmen-
tally aware German businesses, 
praised Jorberg’s “responsible com-
pany leadership and consistently 
sustainable management,” the organ-
isation said in a statement.

The bank also won the Portfolio 
Institutionell Award as “Best sustain-
able investor”. 

Bijan Kafi with material from NNA

In December of 2009 SEKEM 
Scandinavia was officially founded 
by friends of the initiative from vari-
ous Nordic countries. The society is 
the brainchild of Ragnhild Nilsen who 
had already worked with SEKEM’s 
Naturetex for several years. She had 
set her mind on fostering closer part-
nerships between SEKEM and stake-
holders from Scandinavia. 

It is also among her goals to now 
begin to support cultural and social 
development projects at SEKEM in 
Egypt. Firstly SEKEM Scandinavia has 
begun to support the Clean Climate 
project, SEKEM’s new initiative in 
the fight against climate change. In 
February the support association has 
bought CO2 certificates worth the 
equivalent of 100 tons of CO2. It now 
aims to distribute these certificates 
by itself in Scandinavia. The Clean 
Climate-Team expresses its gratitude 
to SEKEM Scandinavia for taking this 
step towards a healthier climate.

GLS Bank Commissioned 
to Manage Microlending

SEKEM Scandinavia 
Supports Clean-Climate

Invitation to the SEKEM 
Day at Stuttgart

everyone interested in the work of the 
initiative in Egypt to the event.

The agenda includes a speech by Dr. 
Ibrahim Abouleish on the present devel-
opment of the Heliopolis University 
and a plenary on „Intercultural 
Competence – a Regional and Global 
Challenge“. Moderated by Prof. Helge 
Löbler (University of Leipzig) sev-
eral initiatives will present and open 
for discussion their ideas and con-
cepts: Dr. Ibrahim Abouleish (SEKEM), 
Mayor Klaus-Peter Murawski (City of 
Stuttgart), Jürgen Schweiß-Ertl (CEO 
of the German MAHLE Foundation), 
and „IBIS - the Intercultural Education 
Initiative“. Dr. Bruno Sandkühler on 
behalf of the „Friends of the Pedagogy 
of Rudolf Steiner“ will contribute to 
the topic of  „Emergency Assistance 
for Traumatized Children in Crisis 
Areas“. Visitors also have the oppor-
tunity to see presentations by each of 
the initiatives.

The team of organisers will be avail-
able in Stuttgart for discussion and 
informal exchange at the event. 

A programme will be mailed in the 
coming weeks and is also available at 
www.SEKEM-freunde.de.
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This year’s „SEKEM Day“, the annual 
convention of friends and supporters 
of the SEKEM initiative, will be held 
in conjunction with the annual mem-
bers’ conference of the German sup-
port association on 17 April in the 
Liederhalle Stuttgart. SEKEM and its 
German support group cordially invite 

News in Brief

Visitors could familiarize themselves also with 
SEKEM’s many development projects at BioFach.


