
Already in April 2009 the ISIS team 
has introduced a new organic prod-
uct to the local Egyptian market: 
an organic olive oil available in bot-
tles of 250, 500 and 750ml and two 
different quality grades: virgin and 
extra virgin. The oil is easily distin-
guished by its remarkable quality 
and a very low acidity. It has already 
been exceptionally well received by 
the Egyptian customers during the 
first months of sale. The „extra vir-
gin“ quality grade is selling at even 
better rates than the regular quality 
despite its higher price. Sales figures 
are presently on the rise at around 
25% every month.

The marketing team of product 
manager Maged Ibrahim is proud 
of its success. It had carried out 
extensive consumer trials before 
the introduction of the product. His 
team has already begun developing 
new products: organic raisins, hazel 
nuts, and pistachios. A targeted 
measure to increase sales is also 
going to be carried out in Egyptian 
supermarkets and with local retail-
ers this September: on the pur-
chase of two packs of organic milk 
the customer receives a package of 
organic dates for free. The campaign 
is designed to appeal 
to Egyptians fasting 
during Ramadan, a 
custom that is typi-
cally concluded with 
a dish consisting of 
milk and dates every 
day. Egyptian cus-
tomers can be sure 
that by buying their 
ingredients from 
ISIS they receive 
the highest quality 
products and stay 
in excellent health 
throughout the fast-
ing period that this 
year has fallen into 
the hot, late summer 
months.

On 30 June a group of almost 300 
pupils and teachers from 8 public 
primary schools from the Sharkeya 
governorate celebrated the winners 
of SEKEM’s recent environmental 
school project competition at a cer-
emony at the SEKEM School.

“In May 2008 I had been invited 
by the Wadi Environmental Science 
Centre to be trained in environmen-
tal education and sustainable devel-
opment with four of my colleagues.” 
says one of the teachers at the SESC 
(SEKEM Environmental Science 
Centre) who had already been a stu-
dent at the SEKEM School before 
attending university. The teachers 
brought home a wealth of enthusi-
asm and the homework to spread 
their newly acquired knowledge to 
other teachers in the area.

From December 2008 to June 2009 
90 teachers from public primary 
schools from each of Egypt’s gov-
ernorates were trained in how to 
communicate the concept of sus-
tainable development and environ-
mental awareness to their pupils 
through practical, hands-on projects 
and outdoor activites. The train-

ISIS Introduces New, 
Winning Products

ing courses were approved by the 
school authorities and hand been 
financed by the Mansour Group, a 
large Egyptian enterprise. 

All schools had been encouraged to 
start projects in their classes that 
would instruct students how to pro-
tect the environment and work with 
their local communities on sustaina-
ble development. The projects were 
to prepare the pupils for a final com-
petition for the best and most sus-
tainable project. The three winners 
eventually presented their projects 
at a ceremony at the SEKEM School. 
All efforts were further acknowl-
edged through a certificate. The 
projects itself were exceptionally 
diverse: at Mosaad Arafa Primary 
School pupils had collected old 
books, sold the paper and used the 
income to buy trees which they 
planted in the school yard. Meet 
Hamal Primary school students col-
lected old clothes, fixed and cleaned 
them, and sent them to an NGO that 
cares for the poor. Many projects 
had focused on recycling and the 
avoidance of unnecessary waste.

Mohammed Berry

The awardees receive their recognition at a public ceremony at the SEKEM School

Celebrating the Winners of the 
SEKEM Environmental Award
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to seek for products, which are envi-
ronmentally sound and meet their 
growing expectancy to a holistic 
understanding of sustainable green 
production systems.

How we define the relationship 
between sustainability and national 
competitiveness will be critical to 
any future progress. Sustainable 
development is the ability to meet 
the needs of present generations 
without compromising the needs of 
future generations. National com-
petitiveness is about long-term 
prosperity and improving stand-
ards of living. The two goals are not 
only consistent, but can be mutu-
ally reinforcing. Specifically we as a 
nation must first consider the wider 
social, environmental and economic 
consequences of each decision and 
second, replace short term planning 
horizons with long-term ones.

A chief message in the report is that, 
in a world where risk and uncer-
tainty is the norm and not the excep-
tion, more can and must be done to 
protect the natural resources upon 
which 80 million Egyptians depend. 
A more responsible and environ-
mentally sustainable competitive-
ness requires nothing short of a 
concerted effort among civil society 
groups, the private sector and indi-
vidual citizens.

The 6th Egyptian competitiveness 
report addresses the decision mak-
ers of Egyptian society and the gov-
ernmental bodies with concrete 
recommendations for action in the 
12 pillars of society, which influence 
the nation’s competitiveness and 
make it comparable to other coun-
tries : Institutions, Infrastructure, 
macroeconomic stability, health 
and primary education, higher edu-
cation and training, goods market 
efficiency, labour market efficiency, 
financial market sophistication, 
technological readiness, market 
size, business sophistication, inno-
vation.

Helmy Abouleish

The 6th Egyptian Competitiveness 
Report comes at a critical time for 
Egypt. Like other developing coun-
tries, Egypt must learn to survive 
and even flourish within a turbulent 
global economy in the midst of an 
unfolding environmental and social 
crisis. The present volume tackles 
the vital issues of climate change 
and sustainable development in 
the Egyptian context. Studies have 
shown that even a slight change in 
weather patterns will jeopardize 
important industries and economic 
sectors. Also at stake are Egypt’s 
water supplies and food security, 
both already threatened by a rap-
idly growing population. These risks 
make it increasingly obvious that cli-
mate change is as much a local prob-
lem as it is a global one.

Egypt has made gradual progress 
towards sustainability, particularly 
in renewable energy. Investments 
in solar, wind and biomass technolo-
gies as well as energy efficiency have 
grown significantly. Other areas are 
in need of renewed attention, like 
agriculture. Given the importance 
of the agricultural sector as a source 
of GDP, employment and food secu-
rity, it is alarming that there is little 
done to protect it. More sustainable 
agriculture techniques would not 
only increase the efficiency in use 
of water and energy, but could also 
transform the sector into a major 
carbon sink due to the potential for 
soil carbon sequestration.

Chapter four of the current volume 
shows an in-depth analysis of the 
agricultural sector in Egypt with its 
strengths and weaknesses. The con-
clusion of the authors is that there 
are vast opportunities for Egypt’s 
agriculture to become more effi-
cient and more competitive on the 
international markets by a transfor-
mation towards sustainable agri-
culture. Not only will this save a lot 
of natural resources like water and 
energy and lead to an increased 
income, but it also conforms to the 
strong trend of western consumers 

Where two years ago a desert of 
dunes and barren ground dom-
inated the picture long rows of 
orange trees have begun to adorn 
the premises of SEKEM Sinai. To 
protect the plants from the heat 
and sand rows of corn have been 
seeded between them. The corn is 
growing rapidly and can eventually 
be fed to sheep. Until harvesting 
time, however, it ensures that the 
small orange trees do not suffer too 
much from the desert heat. They 
also guarantee that the fresh com-
post soil is not blown away and that 
less water is needed to irrigate the 
ground. On around 100ha of ground 
area SEKEM farmers have also sown 
peanuts to inject nitrate into the 
ground thereby preparing it for the 
next cultivation period.

On SEKEM Sinai the corn plants are protecting the 
orange trees from desertification and drought
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