


Helmy Abouleish: Private Sectors’ Significant

Contribution to Fighting Climate Change

In the name of the SEKEM Initiative
Helmy Abouleish, CEO of the SEKEM
Group, took part in a preparation
conference at the United Nations
headquarters on 22 September
2009. The conference under the
stewardship of General Secretary
Ban Ki-moon was meant to serve
as a preparatory event to the con-
vention of chiefs of state and gov-
ernments in Copenhagen in coming
December at the occasion of which
a follow-up scheme to the Kyoto
Protocol is to be concluded.

Before the summit Helmy Abouleish
answered several questions on how
SEKEM aims to fight climate change.

Why is it valuable to your business
for a global agreement to be found
and acted upon?

“As the CEO of a large Social
Agricultural Business in Egypt | am
painfully aware of the devastating
potential effects of global climate
change on the Egyptian society
and economy as a whole as well
as on the specific business case of
the SEKEM Initiative. But because
climate change represents a chal-
lenge not only to our business or our
nation, but to all of humanity, | am
convinced that only a global agree-
ment based on cooperation, shared
responsibility and a realistic concept
for sharing costs as well as mitiga-
tion and adaption technologies will
be able to provide the necessary
framework to overcome the chal-
lenges that climate change poses.
Because CO2 emissions are not con-
tained by national borders nothing
less than an inclusive global agree-
ment will do. Such an agreement
would hopefully ensure that the cur-
rently articulated worst-case sce-
narios for Egypt will never become
reality. And for our business such a
global agreement would hopefully
increase the predictability and secu-

rity of future harvests and water
levels.”

What type of actions is your com-
pany already undertaking in antici-
pation of a new climate regime?

“At SEKEM we believe in a holistic
understanding of sustainable devel-
opment. We therefore proactively
engage in sustainable business on
several differentlevels. On our farms
we are experimenting with different
kinds of renewable energy such as
solar water heaters and hybrid solar
dryers for herbs. Furthermore we
have built and installed a heating
system for one of the greenhouses
using a 750 liters tank and a closed
underground system directly warm-
ing the roots of the plants and the
surrounding soils. We are also in the
planning stage of installing a wind
turbine on one of our farms. Our
compostingsite is certified as an offi-
cial CDM projects and we are mak-
ing progress in the implementation
of sub-surface irrigation methods.
Last but not least we conduct exten-
sive research on the climate change
related effects of biodynamic farm-
ing. So far we have learned that the

carbon sequestration potential, the
avoidance of chemical fertilizers
and the high water holding capacity
of biodynamical farmed soils hold
great promise in decreasing the high
impact that conventional agricul-
ture has on climate change.

We at SEKEM benefit immensely
from our above mentioned efforts.
Renewable energies and sound
water management systems help
us reduce costs - for ourselves and
the environment. Furthermore by
implementing cutting-edge biody-
namic farming and irrigation meth-
ods we are able to actively prepare
ourselves for a hotter and drier
climate. Water scarcity in Egypt
already is a big issue today. By being
forced to take this issue serious
today we will be able to share our
learning’s with others tomorrow.”

What new investments, products,
services, and/or operations would
you anticipate emerging from your
company?

“After a global agreement on climate
change SEKEM would strengthen
and advance the already mani-
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SEKEM gratuliert: Partner Lebensbaum
feiert 30-jahriges Jubilaum

Helmy Abouleish congratulates Lebensbaum’s Ulrich Walter (Picture: Harry Késter)

On 29 August the 30th anniversary
of the SEKEM partner Ulrich Walter
GmbH and its brand “Lebensbaum”
was celebrated on the occasion of
a festive event in the presence of
many of its long-time friends and
partners. At the same time the anni-
versary also served as an appropri-
ate opportunity to celebrate the
firm’s founder, Mr. Ulrich Walter’s
60th birthday.

More than 8.000 people used the
concurrent occasion of a “day of
open doors” to visit the production
facilities of the firm and the brand-
new logistical distribution centre
BioLogX.

At an evening event following the
day Helmy Abouleish, CEO of the
SEKEM Group, congratulated its
long-standing partner in the name
of the IAP (International Association
for Partnership), an association of
organic food producers and proces-
sors co-founded by SEKEM:

,Since almost 25 years SEKEM has
been connected to the Ulrich Walter
GmbH not only by a close busi-
ness partnership in the production

of herbs for the Lebensbaum teas
and spices but also through a cor-
dial friendship. It is based on the
shared understanding of the need
to further sustainable development
through bio-dynamic agriculture
and associative forms of economic
cooperation.

For the future | wish both
Lebensbaum and Ulrich Walter per-
sonally continued success and the
necessary power as well as many
additional friends and the perse-
verance to pursue their visionary
goals.”

Helmy Abouleish presented Ulrich
Walter with a unique and innova-
tive personal gift by the IAP group:
a certificate certifying the mitiga-
tion of 400 tons of CO2 emissions
through the production of compost
on the SEKEM farm grounds. The
Ulrich Walter GmbH can use this
certificate to offset CO2 emissions
that can never be fully avoided even
in an advanced sustainable produc-
tion process as that of Lebensbaum.

Christina Boecker
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fold activities and investments of
our company in the realm of sus-
tainable business. Since we already
today aim to produce our products
with the smallest ecological foot-
print possible such an agreement
would strengthen our business case.
But we are aware that the small-
est ecological footprint today, will
not be small enough for the world
of tomorrow. Therefore we would
increase our research activities and
sustainability related product devel-
opment initiatives.”

After the event Helmy Abouleish
drew his personal conclusions: , | am
very happy that more and more peo-
ple are realising that organic agri-
culture can be a powerful weapon
in fighting climate change. Even Al
Gore, with whom | participated in
a press conference, picked up the
issue. It isimportant that the private
sector has released a declaration in
which it demands courageous new
steps from chiefs of states and gov-
ernments in Copenhagen.”

The full text of the declaration can
be downloaded from the following
web address: http://bit.ly/STKOE

Svenja Bromberg
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